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Traveling is an amazing way to create unforgettable memories, and taking beautiful
travel photos is a great way to preserve those memories for years to come.

As a professional travel photographer for the past 15 years, I've learned a few tips
and tricks along the way that have helped me capture the essence of my travels in
my photos.

In this guide, I'll share how to level up your photography skills and start taking
amazing travel photos - from choosing the right camera equipment to
understanding lighting conditions and composing your shots, and more.

So get ready to embark on a journey through these expert insights on how to take
beautiful travel photos that will leave lasting memories for years to come.




Types of Travel
Photography

Travel photography is a diverse and exciting field that offers countless
opportunities for capturing stunning images. To help you get started, let's explore
some popular types of travel photography:

Landscapes: Capture the beauty of nature by focusing on wide-angle shots that
showcase mountains, forests, or beaches. These are the kind of pictures you’ll often
see in National Geographic magazines.

Cultural and Street Photgraphy: Immerse yourself in local culture by taking photos
of people going about their daily lives through this style of photography.

Night Photography: Experiments with low-light settings to capture city lights or
starry skies.

Action and Adventure: Photos documenting adrenaline-pumping experiences like
hiking, skiing, or scuba diving through action-packed shots.
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The Right Equipment

Before you embark on your next adventure, it's important to choose the right camera
for capturing those breathtaking travel photos. Here are a few of the common options:

Digital SLR vs Mirrorless Cameras

Digital SLR (DSLR) and mirrorless cameras are popular choices among travelers due
to their high-quality image capabilities and interchangeable lens systems. DSLRs have
a more extensive selection of lenses, while mirrorless cameras tend to be lighter and
more compact - perfect for those who want to pack light.

Point-and-Shoot Cameras

If you're looking for something simpler yet still capable of taking beautiful photos,
consider investing in a high-quality point-and-shoot camera. These compact devices
offer user-friendly controls with impressive zoom ranges that can capture stunning
images without weighing down your luggage.

Action Cameras & Drones
» Action Cameras: For adventurers seeking thrilling shots from unique
perspectives, action cameras like GoPro provide durable and waterproof options
that can withstand extreme conditions.
» Drones: Aerial photography enthusiasts might opt for a drone equipped with a
high-resolution camera such as DJI Mavic Air or Phantom series. However, keep in
mind local regulations when flying drones at your destination.

Phone Camera

With phone camera quality better than ever, you don’t have to invest in special
equipment if you’re just getting started. Even top bloggers and professionals often
rely simply on their phones to capture moments on the go. In fact, since this is the
most portable option, it opens the door to capturing spontaneous moments of travel.
So don’t limit yourself here!

Tips for Choosing Lenses
The type of lens you choose can significantly impact the quality of your travel
photos. Here are some tips to help you select the right lenses for your needs:
1. Wide-angle lens: Ideal for capturing landscapes, cityscapes, and large group
shots.
2. Telephoto lens: Perfect for zooming in on distant subjects or creating a shallow
depth-of-field effect.
3. Prime lens: Offers excellent image quality with fixed focal lengths - great for low-
light situations and portraits.



Understand Lighting

Comprehending the use of lighting can transform your photos and really give them the
stunning “wow” factor we’re all striving for. Here are a few things to consider:

Natural Light

Natural light is often the best choice for capturing stunning travel photographs
because it's readily available and provides a soft, even illumination that complements
most subjects. To take advantage of natural light:

» Shoot during golden hour: The time just after sunrise and before sunset offers
warm, diffused lighting that adds depth and dimension to your photos.

e Avoid harsh midday sun: Direct sunlight at noon can create unflattering shadows
and washed-out colors. Try seeking shade or waiting until later in the day when the
sun is lower in the sky.

e Use clouds: Overcast days may not seem ideal for photography but clouds actually
act as a giant softbox, providing soft, even lighting perfect for portraits or
landscapes.

Artificial Light
Sometimes natural light isn't enough or is simply unavailable. In these cases, artificial
lights like lamps or streetlights can help illuminate your subject:

» Mixing color temperatures: Different types of artificial lights emit different color
temperatures which affect how colors appear in your photos. Learn how to
balance color temperatures for more accurate and pleasing results.

» Create depth with shadows: Use artificial lights strategically to create interesting
shadows that add depth and dimension to your photos. Experiment with different
angles and distances between the light source and your subject.

Using Flash
Sometimes flash is needed, yet it's essential to not go overboard with it as this can
create a hard illumination. Here are some tips for using flash effectively:

e Bounce the flash: Avoid direct on-camera flash by bouncing it off walls or ceilings
for softer, more natural-looking light.

* Filling in shadows: If you're shooting outdoors under strong sunlight, try using fill-
flash (a technique where you fire the flash at lower power) to soften harsh shadows
on faces or objects without overpowering the ambient light.

» Night photography: To capture beautiful night scenes while still illuminating
nearby subjects, experiment with slow-sync flash - a technique that combines long
exposure times with controlled bursts of flash.

Now that we have a basic understanding of lighting, let's move on to composing our
shots for maximum impact.



Compose Your Shots

Let’s take a look at some fundamental composition rules and tips to help you
create stunning images.

1. Rule of Thirds
The Rule of Thirds is a basic photography principle that helps you create balanced
and visually appealing images. To apply this rule, imagine dividing your frame into
nine equal parts by drawing two equally spaced horizontal lines and two vertical
lines. Place the main subject or points of interest along these lines or at their
intersections for a more dynamic composition.

2. Leading Lines
Leading lines are another powerful compositional tool that can guide the viewer's
eye through an image and draw attention to specific elements within it. Look for
natural or man-made lines such as roads, rivers, fences, or architectural features
when framing your shot.




3. Frame Within a Frame
Framing your subject within another object creates depth and adds visual interest to
your photo while also guiding the viewer's focus towards the main point of interest in
the scene - be it a person, landmark, or landscape feature like mountains or
waterfalls. Some examples include doorways, windows, arches, tree branches, etc.,
so keep an eye out.

 Tip: Experiment with different angles and perspectives to find the perfect frame
for your subject.

4. Try Filling the Frame
Filling the frame with your subject can create a more impactful image by eliminating
distractions and focusing on details that might otherwise be overlooked. When
shooting people, animals or architecture, this technique of using the frame to focus
on details can be advantageous.

5. Play With Negative Space
Negative space, or empty areas in an image, can help emphasize your main subject
while creating balance within the composition. When used correctly, negative space
adds visual interest without cluttering your photo - think of it as breathing room for
both you and those admiring your travel photos. Play around with balance and how it
can affect the mood of the photo.
Incorporating these compositional techniques into your photography will not only
improve the overall quality of your images but also help you tell captivating stories
about each destination you visit.




Take Selfies Like a Pro

Taking snaps of yourself while on your travels has become a must-do, allowing you to
record and share your experiences with loved ones. With these simple tips, you can
take amazing travel photos that showcase both yourself and the beautiful
destinations you visit.

Use a Tripod

Investing in a lightweight tripod is one of the best ways to ensure steady shots while
taking selfies. A tripod allows for more flexibility in composing your shot, especially
when you're traveling solo.

UseaTimer
Most cameras and phones have a built-in timer option which allows you to step away
from the camera and be fully in the shot.

You can also buy a remote that will connect to your phone or camera via Bluetooth
to control the shot with even more precision.

Ask For Help

If you don’t have a tripod with you, don’t be afraid to ask someone in the area to snap
a quick picture of you. If you ask politely, the chances are they will be happy to help.
Who knows, it might even be an opportunity to strike up a conversation.

And For a Classic Selfie...Finding Your Best Angle

Elevate: Hold your camera slightly
above eye level to create a flattering
angle that accentuates facial features.

Avoid Shadows: Make sure there are no
harsh shadows on your face by
positioning yourself so that natural light
falls evenly across it.

Show Off The Background: Position
yourself off-center in the frame to
include interesting landmarks or
scenery behind you.




Capturing the Moment

When it comes to taking great travel photos, it's important to capture the moment
and convey the feeling of the place. As a beginner, you may not have the technical
skills of a professional, but you can still take beautiful photos by focusing on the
subject and the composition.

When you're out and about, keep your eyes open for interesting details that can
make for great photos. Whether it's a colorful street mural or a stunning view of a
sunset, be on the lookout for those special moments that will make your photos
stand out.

One of the most important things to remember when taking travel photos is
to be patient and observant.

Take your time and wait for the right moment to capture the shot you want.
Sometimes this means waiting for the light to change or for the crowds to disperse.

Don't be afraid to experiment with different angles and perspectives to find the
perfect shot. And when you're taking portraits, try to capture natural and candid
moments, rather than stiff poses.




Edit Your Photos

Once you've captured your stunning travel photos, it's time to make them look their
best by editing them. Photo editing can enhance the colors, contrast, and overall
mood of your images. In this section, we'll discuss some basic photo editing
techniques and software options that will help elevate your travel photography.

1. Choose the Right Editing Software
There are many photo editing programs available for both beginners and
professionals alike. Some popular choices include Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
Lightroom, and free alternatives like GIMP.
You can also use the basic editing features in your photo gallery on your computer or
phone. Or try some easy-to-use apps like VSCO.

2. Adjust Exposure & Contrast
The first step in enhancing your photos is adjusting the exposure (brightness) and
contrast (difference between the lightest and darkest areas). This helps ensure that
all elements within the image are properly visible while maintaining a natural balance
between highlights and shadows.
e Exposure: If an image appears too dark or bright overall, adjust its exposure
accordingly until it looks well-balanced.
e Contrast: Increase or decrease contrast to emphasize differences between light
and dark areas without losing detail in either extreme.

3. Boost Colors & Saturation
To bring out the vibrant hues in your travel photos, try tweaking color saturation
levels slightly higher than normal settings; however, be cautious not to overdo it.
Here's how:
e Choose the tool for adjusting color vibrancy in your photo-editing program.
e Gradually increase saturation levels until colors appear vivid yet natural-looking.
Avoid pushing it too far, as this can result in unnatural and overly saturated
images.



https://gimp.org/

4. Crop & Straighten Your Images
Cropping and straightening are essential steps to ensure that your photos have a
clean, professional look:
e Crop: Remove any unwanted elements from the edges of your image by selecting
the crop tool and adjusting its boundaries accordingly.
» Straighten: If your photo appears tilted or off-balance, use the straighten tool to
align it with horizontal or vertical lines within the scene (e.g., horizon).
 Align to the rule of thirds: Even if you didn’t think of this when taking the photo,
you can play around with the alignment we talked about above. Try to place your
subject along the lines of the rule of thirds when cropping the image.

5. Retouching and Advanced Editing Techniques
Those seeking to push their travel photography aptitudes further may want to
explore more advanced editing approaches for producing truly remarkable images
that will be noticed. Some of these techniques include:

e Clone Stamp & Healing Brush: Remove unwanted elements like tourists or litter
in your shots by using tools such as the clone stamp or healing brush found in
professional photo editing programs like Photoshop.

e Dodge & Burn: Add depth and dimension to your images by selectively lightening
(dodging) or darkening (burning) specific areas of a photo.

» HDR Processing: Combine multiple exposures into one image for a more
balanced exposure, especially useful for high-contrast scenes in landscape
photography.

In addition to mastering these editing techniques, it's essential to practice restraint
when applying edits so that your final product still looks natural and not overly
processed. Remember, the goal is enhancing what's already there rather than
creating something entirely new.



Conclusion

I’m so excited to see what you create!

As with any skill, practice is essential to improve your travel photography abilities.
Frequent photography sessions are key to creating remarkable travel photos that will
leave your friends and family stunned.

With these tools in hand, go out and explore new places while capturing memories
that will last a lifetime. Don't forget to check out Ordinary Traveler for more travel
guides and inspiration on how to take beautiful travel photos!



https://ordinarytraveler.com/

